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SCAG PUSHES FOR STRICTER ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
ON BORDER POWER PLANTS

* k%

Power Plants On US/Mexico Border Expected To Impact Air Quality In Imperial County

LOS ANGELES, CA. —Topratect and insure minimum negetive i mpacts on the
environment, the Southern Cdifornia Association of Governments (SCAG) adopted on June 6 a
resolution urgngthe United Sates and M exican federd, state and local governments to create
common environmenta standards and compliance controls for the U.S/M exico Border Corridor.

Theissue was brought to SCAG’ s dtertion through the construction of new power plants
on theM exican side of the border by SempraEnergy and InterGen. These plants are not
required to meet U.S. federd or state air quality sandards, which are morerigorous than
M exico’s standards. Thetwo facilities are expected to emit more than 3,000 tonsper year of
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx). Concerns have also been raised about the plants’ patentia impact on
the Ston Seaby drawingwater from the New River, a mgor source of fresh water to the Sdton
Sea

Therequired air quality standards and control measures for emissions from power plants
intheU.S and M exico can significantly impact the communities aongthe U.S/M exico border
corridor, particularly in Imperiad County. Currently, the area has the highest asthmarate of any
region in Californiaand exceeds the Nationa Ambient Air Qudity Standard (NAAQS).

Both power plant projects have been opposed by Congressman Dan Filner (D-San
Diego), and Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-El Cgon) has also protesed the limited
environmenta assessment conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy. Opposition tothe
projects has focused on construdion of transmission lines and natura ges pipdines that would
cross the border since the United States cannot legally provideinput on M exico’s construction
permitting process.
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Imperia County Supervisor Hank Kuiper requested tha SCAG’s Energy and
Environment Committee (EEC) and its Regonal Council (RC) support sub-regonal efforts to
mitigate the patentiad adverse air and water quality impacts resulting from construction and
operation of power plants south of the U.S/M exican border.

The resolution adopted by SCAG opposes construdion of the current power plants urtil
CaliforniaBest Available Control Technologes (BACT) areinstaled and maintained on all
power plants dongthe U.S/M exico Border Corridor. The Semprafacility will instal Cdifornia
BACT. Inaddition, theresolution cals for emission offsets to be obtained that meet Cdifornia
ar quaity gandards and pratect public hedth and welfarein the nearby communities.
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